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Internationalisation of Lithuanian 

Higher Education

The new national strategy/action plan of 

internationalisation of Lithuanian Higher 

Education approved in September 2013 

Funding from structural funds for 

implementation of ECTS, preparation of Joint 

programmes, organisation of placements 

abroad, student grants and promotion of 

Lithuanian HE abroad.



Internationalisation of Lithuanian Higher Education

National Action Plan for Internationalisation of Lithuanian HE
2013-2016

Priorities:
1. Development of joint study programmes and programmes in foreign

languages

2. Enhancement of competencies of academic personnel.

3. Attraction of foreign teaching staff.  Promotion of support system for
foreign students and minimising of barriersers for incoming foreigners

4. Fostering of student and staff mobility

5. Support to Centres for Baltic studies abroad

6. Support to emigrants of Lithuanian origin, applying to and enrolled in
Lithuanian HEIs. Maintenance of relations with Lithuanian emigrants

7. Promotion of Lithuanian higher education world-wide



Current situation

The number of LT students enrolled in HEIs is
decreasing:

• Demographic variation
(40 % less graduates in 2023 in comparison to 2009 )

• LT graduates chose degree studies abroad
(7 % of total number of LT students are studying abroad)

The number of foreign students enrolled in LT HEIs is 
still very low:

• 3 % of total number of students enrolled in LT HEIs are 
foreign students (about 3340 students in 2011-2012 out of 
120.000 full-time students)



Student mobility for degree studies 2010 : 

LT, LV ir EE (OECD data)

Most popular destination countries : 

• For Lithuanians – GB (4812), Germany (1332), Denmark (1027)

• For Latvians – GB (4912), Russia (914), Germany (830)

• Estonia – GB (1374), Finland (700), Germany (620)

Country No of outgoing 
students for 
degree studies in 
foreign countries

No of foreign 
students 
studying  degree 
studies in LT, LV, 
EE

Lithuania 12.880 (7 %) 3.122 (2,2 %)

Latvia 7.230 (3.5 %) ~ 1.700 (1.7%)

Estonia 5.300 (7,2 %) 2.600 (0,5 %)



Current situation

The number of study programmes in foreign languages 
is still low:

• About 220 study programmes in English and Russian, not 
all of them ongoing (3000 in Lithuanian)

• 8 accredited joint study programmes (JSP): Vilnius 
University, Mykolas Romeris University, Vytautas Magnus 
University, Vilnius Gediminas Technical University and 
College of Social Sciences

• 16 JSP under preparation



No of study programmes (BA, MA) in foreign languages in 
Baltic universities 2012

Language of study 
program

Lithuania Latvia Estonia

English 203 89 85

Russian 15 42 0

Other languages (FR, 
IT, DE)

0 4 0

Šaltinis:   www.studyinestonia.ee, www.studyinlatvia.lv , Lietuvos aukštųjų mokyklų tinklapiai

http://www.studyinestonia.ee/
http://www.studyinlatvia.lv/


No of study programs in foreign languages  in 
Lithuanian universities 2012 (by level)
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www.studyinlithuania.lt

http://www.studyinlithuania.lt/


Current situation

Incoming-outgoing mobility under the EU, 
Nordic and other programes (Erasmus, 
Erasmus Mundus, NordPlus, State 
scholarship programmes)

Development of internationalisation of Lithuanian 
higher education was mainly influenced by Erasmus 

programme during the period 1999-2013. 



European mobility programmes

Erasmus statistics: 1999-2012

• 25500 outgoing Lithuanian students for 1-2 semester 
studies or placements to other European countries

• 10000 incoming students from other European 
counties

• 9100 outgoing Lithuanian university teachers’ and staff 
visits

• 5600 incoming teachers from other European 
countries



Outgoing –incoming Erasmus students by country 2010-2011

Data:  http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus/doc/stat/1011/report.pdf

http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus/doc/stat/1011/report.pdf


Erasmus mobility: students
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Most popular destination countries for LT students: Portugal, Germany, Spain, Denmark, 

Turkey and Finland

Countries sending the highest No of students to LT: Turkey, Spain, France, Germany, Poland 

and Latvia



Erasmus mobility: students



Erasmus mobility: outgoing and incoming 

students by country 2007-2012:



Erasmus mobility: university teachers and staff



Erasmus funding (EUR)



New programme “Erasmus +” 2014-
2020

• Budget: 9 billion EUR (40 % for HE)

• 3 types of actions for all sectors:

• Individual mobility (EU and non-EU) 63%

• Cooperation projects (Strategic partnerships, 
Knowledge Alliances, IT support platforms …) 25%

• Support for policy reform (HE modernisation

agenda…) 4%

• Jean Monnet, Sport



Link to policy objectives

• Europe 2020 targets:

• Raising higher education attainment from 32% to 40%

• Reducing the share of early school leavers from 14% to less than 10%

• New innovative actions to enhance employability and entrepreneurship 
(Knowledge Alliances and Sector Skills Alliances)

• New ways to trigger policy reform (Policy Experimentation)

• Strong emphasis on cross-sector projects and ICT projects

• More opportunities for VET and HE students through traineeships

• Foster quality improvement in all sectors through staff mobility



Budget allocation 2014 - 2020



Breakdown of Education, Training and Youth 
budget by Key Action 2014-2020



Breakdown of Education and 
Training budget by sectors



Opportunities for individuals





Bilateral agreements



Thank you

Švietimo mainų paramos fondas

Education Exchanges Support Foundation

Gelezinio Vilko g. 12, 01112 Vilnius

tel. (370 5) 249 8189

Faksas (370 5) 249 7137

El. paštas info@smpf.lt

www.smpf.lt


